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Education 
1988-1993 Ph.D.  Agronomy - Turfgrass Science, Purdue University 
1986-1988 M.S.  Horticulture - Turfgrass Science, Iowa State University 
1983-1986 B.S.  Horticulture - Turfgrass Science, Iowa State University 
 
Professional Experience 
2005  Professor, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
2001-2005 Associate Professor, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
1997-2001 Assistant Professor, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
1992-1997 Administrative Professional, Turfgrass Extension Specialist, Purdue University 
1988-1992 Professional Assistant, Turfgrass Research, Purdue University 
1986-1988 Graduate Research Assistant, Horticulture Dept. Iowa State University 
 
Professor, Turfgrass Extension Specialist  
(60% Extension, 20% Research, 20% Teaching) 
Working in the turfgrass industry since 1978, Reicher is currently leader of the Purdue Turfgrass Science 
Program and thus is responsible for all areas of the Program including teaching, research, and extension. 
As part of the Turfgrass Program, Reicher won the 2004 Agriculture Team Award from the College of 
Agriculture. Reicher is primarily responsible for the turfgrass Extension program and is leading the effort 
to improve the turfgrass industry of Indiana, including: 
• Organizing and sponsoring educational meetings throughout the year including a week-long short 

course, three-day advanced turfgrass management seminar, field days, and a large winter conference 
and tradeshow with over 3500 attendees.  

• Responsible for writing biweekly updates called “Turf Tips” on do-it-yourself and professional turf 
maintenance for the Purdue Turf Program's home page on the World Wide Web and this site receives 
over 65,000 hits annually.  

• Other extension responsibilities include authoring extension publications, press releases, and research 
updates; appearing at numerous extension events; on-site troubleshooting visits to golf courses and 
other turf sites throughout the state; and regularly cooperating with county extension educators in 
training and problem solving.  

• Appeared in over 400 issues of newsletters and trade magazines, revised or rewritten 40 extension 
publications, and spoke at over 250 state, regional, or national meetings to over 100,000 people since 
1992.  

• Executive Director of the Midwest Regional Turf Foundation (MRTF) and thus responsible day-to-
day operations of the MRTF whose primary function is support of turfgrass research and education at 
Purdue University. The MRTF generates over $300,000 annual, $200,000 of which is directed to 
turfgrass research and education at Purdue.  

• Other MRTF responsibilities include coordinating all events including organizing speakers, staff, and 
volunteers; advertising; arranging facilities; and maintaining budgets.  

• As part of the Turfgrass Program, Reicher won the 2004 Agriculture Team Award from the College 
of Agriculture. 



 
Turfgrass Research  
Responsibilities include planning, implementing, and leading research projects devoted to managing 
lawn, golf, and sports turf while reducing management inputs.  
• Director of the W.H. Daniel Turfgrass Research and Diagnostic Center, a 22-acre facility with over 

70 on-going research projects.  
• Current projects include optimizing fairway renovation techniques, understanding establishment and 

use of seeded zoysia and bermudagrass, and defining weed management systems for fine turf.  
• Primary focus is on managing hard-to-control perennial weeds such as ground ivy, rough bluegrass, 

and creeping bentgrass. 
• Lead or junior author on 36 refereed publications.  
• Responsible for over $1,100,000 in research grants since joining the faculty in 1997 (excluding 

MRTF funds).  
 
Turfgrass Education 
Active in undergraduate education including advising students and teaching both the introductory 
freshman turf course and the senior level capstone turfgrass science course. 
• AGRY 110: Survey of Turfgrass Culture 

Exposes students to a broad perspective of the opportunities and challenges in the turfgrass industry, 
allows interaction among the younger turfgrass science students, and teaches the basics of turfgrass 
science. 

• AGRY 512: Integrated Turfgrass Systems 
Class objective is to understand the interrelationship of all factors affecting turfgrass growth and to 
manipulate these factors with management systems to optimize turfgrass performance in any turf 
setting. Projects include problem solving, creating annual maintenance programs, and complete 
budgets for a professional lawn care company, sports turf faciliy, and golf couse 
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