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Objective

Our objective was to show the historical performance of commonly used
postemergence herbicides to control crabgrass.

Rationale
Theleve of crabgrass control provided by a given postemergence herbicide
varies from year to year. Why this variability in crabgrass control occursis not
completely known. It isimportant for professional turf managers to recognize
that crabgrass control provided by a postemergence herbicide will vary from year
to year and site to site.

How It Was Done
Commonly used postemergence herbicides were applied to Kentucky bluegrass
turf after crabgrass plants were growing. Percent cover by crabgrass was
determined by visual rating in mid to late Aug each year.

Results
*  The crabgrass population varied widely from year to year asindicated by the
percent cover by crabgrass in the untreated check (Table 1). The exact
reasons for this are not known.
»  Acceptable postemergence control of crabgrass can be difficult to achieve.
»  Postemergence herbicides for crabgrass control are most effective when
applied to young crabgrass plants.

Table 1. Crabgrass cover following treatment with postemergence herbicides from 1994-1998.

% Crabgrass cover®
Rate

Herbicide Ibsai/A 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998

MSMA 6L 2.0 38.3 73.3 - 6.7 10.0
plusMSMA 6L° 2.0

Acclam 1EC 0.18 21.7 66.0 -- 20.0 --
Acclam 1EC 0.25 26.7 23.3 - - -
Dimension 1EC 05 15.0 28.3 16.7 11.7 --
Check -- 78.3 97.0 90.0 36.7 25.0

4isual rating of percent of plot covered by crabgrass.
®Sequential application made 4 weeks after initial application.
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